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Stakeholders and Goals
University 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI) 

Main Goal 
• Students complete a rigorous 

multidisciplinary research project 

Most Important Deliverable 
• Project report
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Sponsor 
Cultural Heritage without Borders (CHwB) 

Main Goal 
• Preservation, protection, and education 

of Albanian cultural heritage sites 

Most Important Deliverable 
• Digital reconstruction of Spaç Prison



Project Constraints
• 4 person team of undergraduate students 
• 2 months planning + 2 months onsite 
• Limited tools & resources through sponsor and university 
• University requirements came first 
• No funding
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Project Stages
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Spaç Overview



Spaç Prison: Then and Now
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Existing Work in Digital Reconstruction
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Reconstruction Inspiration
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Project Proposal
• Literature Review 
• Proposed methodology 
• Drafts of interview materials
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On Site Interview

“Because they hated us, 
[...] they never untied my 
feet and hands. I could 
not attend to my basic 
needs and I could not 
eat. So another person 
was required to feed me 
like a toddler.”  
- Zenel on Isolation Cells

Zenel Drangu
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Findings: 
• Spaç is more than buildings 
• Spaç provided an anchor for 

Drangu’s testimony 



Prototype Iteration
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Situated Testimony

“So the gate, first gate was 
here. Second gate was 
here. We landed here. The 
van came from here, the 
road was like this, and 
entered here. First gate 
were opened and then 
stopped here. We could 
come out of here.” 
-Fabian Kati

Findings: 
• The model triggered Kati’s 

memories of Spaç
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Fabian Kati



User Survey
Purpose 
• Measure engagement using the UESz 

• Gather preliminary feedback 

Findings 
• The prototype is engaging 

• Respondents quickly related to the model and 
began sharing personal stories
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Shortcomings 
• Small sample 

• Unclear priorities for success criteria 

• English language only



Recommendations
• Albanian language toggle 
• Professional terrain modeling and texturing 
• Continue modeling and reconstruction of lost buildings
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Project Deliverables
• Project Report 
• Prototype digital reconstruction 
• Interview recordings and 

transcriptions 
• 3D modelling & photography
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